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attributed the decayed fortunes of their city.    " The cause
of the decay of the weavers and looms for" woollen [cloth]
within the city, as I do understand and learn, is the lack
of cloth-making in the city as was in old time accustomed,
which is now increased and used in the towns of Halifax,'
Leeds and Wakefield : for that not only the commodity of
the water-mills is there nigh [at] hand, but also the poor
folk as spinners, carders and other necessary workfolk for
the weaving, may there beside their hand-labour have rye,
fire[wood] and other relief good cheap, which is in this city
very dear and wanting "l.   But it was not alone the presence
of water-mills and the cheapness of provisions which attracted
artisans into the rural districts ; not less important was the
absence or at any rate the difficulty of supervision.   In the
villages the weaving industry was left to a large extent
unregulated, a circumstance which contributed to the dis-
advantages to which the older towns were exposed.   In
Yorkshire, for example, the country weavers made cloth
' with woof of flocks', a practice afterwards prohibited by
Parliament2.    The oppressive  ordinances of  craft gilds
concerning the fees of apprentices and admission to master-
ship must have operated in the same direction.   Under
Henry VIII., however, an attempt was made to redress the
balance by an Act (1543), which gave to York a monopoly of
the manufacture of coverlets and conferred upon its gild of
Coverlet-makers power of search throughout the county3,
The struggle between the established seats of industry industrial
and villages, which were growing into towns, constitutes one
of the main economic features of the sixteenth century.
The former sought by the pressure of legislative action to
check the spread of industry, and to curtail the activities
of the new industrial centres that sprang up around them.
In 1534 an Act was passed on behalf of Worcestershire, of
which the capital town together with four other towns in the
1 York Municipal Records, xxiii. fo. 20 a; cited Victoria County History,
Yorkshire, iii. 450. The commonalty of the city, on the other hand,
attributed its decay to the lavish hospitality of the civic fathers: The
English Historical Review, ix. 296. Cf. also Heaton, The Yorkshire Woollen
Industries, 47 seq.
* Statutes, ii. 404.   For' flocks': supra, p. 483, note 3.   * Statutes, iii. 908,